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The Oinváras who succeeded the Karnatas in 1324 A.D. were Bráhmanas 
hailing from village Oini near Pusa Road in the district of Darbhanga, 
Kameshwara Thakura, the founder of the dynasty was the Prime Minister 
of the last Karnata ruler Harisirhhadeo. In 1324, Sultan Ghyasuddin 
Tughlak of Delhi on return from Bengal invaded the territory of Mithila, 
"Harisimhadeo faced him boldly. Being defeated the Raja with his 
army marched into the forest of Nepal and occupied possession over the 
whole of the Nepal Valley. The Sultan then appointed Kameshvara ‘Tha- 
kura the ruler of Mithila which by this time came to be known as Tirhut,? 
Kameshvara Thakma wassucceeded by his son Raja Bhogishvara and Bho- 
gishvara was succeeded by his son Raja Ganeshvara. Raja Kirti Sirhha 
immortalised by the world renowned poet Vidyapati in his famous work 
* Kirllilatà! was the son and successor of Raja Ganeshvara. Kirti Sirhha 
sought the help of Sultan Ibrahim Shah, the Sirki Sultan of Jaunpur in 
crushing the rising of the Muslim chiefs of Tirhut. In the ‘Kirttilata’ Vi- 
dy&pati has depicted a beautiful picture of his visit to Jaunpur. He 
died after a short reign and was succeeded by Bhavasirhha who could rule 
only fora few years. Since Kirti Sithha and his brother Bhava Sirhha both 
died childless, the throne of Tirhut passed over to their uncle Deo Sirhha. 
He was very old at the time of his accession to the throne. So 
his son the crown prince Shivasisnha was made the real administrator. 
Shiva declared Mithila independent of the Sharki yoke, The Sultan 
invaded Mithila. While the war was going on Deo Sirhha expired 
making room for succession of the crown prince to the throne, Shiva boldly 
faced his enemies and defeating them in a series of battles performed 
the śrāddha ceremony of his father in a befitting manner (1412-13 A.D.).* 
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Now he contracted friendship with Raja Ganesh who havi 
grandson of Ajam Shah had become the ruler of Bengal. S, 
Shah invaded Bengal in 1414 A.D. Shiva came to the 
Ganesh and defeated the army of the Sultan, Raja Ganes 
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Development of Sanskrit Literature 


The Oinvara rulers were mostly great scholars and very fond of learn- 
ing. Having received royal patronage different branches of Sanskrit lite- 
rature developed to the fullest extent. The poet Vidyápati Thakura was 
a minister and the chief court scholar of Shiva Sithha. Besides his popular 
songs in Maithili he compiled in Sanskrit the Varsha Kritya the Bhü- 
parikrama, the Durgābhakti Tarangini, the Dana Vakydvali, the Purusha 
Parikshà, the Ganga Vakydvali, the Vibhdgasdra, the Saiva Sarvasua. 
Pakshadhara Misra was a boyhood friend of the poet. Jaideva was the origi- 
nal name of Pakshadhara. It is in this name that he composed his famous 
dramatic work ‘Prasanna Raghava’, His commentary ‘Aloka’ on Gaüge- 
shopadhaya’s ‘Tattvachintamapi’ is considered to be the original work 
on the Navya system of Hindu philosophy. Vasudeva Sarvabhauma the re- 
nowned Naiyàyika of Nawadwip was his classmate and Raghunátha Siro- 
mani was his chief pupil. It was Raghunátha Siromani who introduced the 
Navya Nyàya system in Bengal. Pakshadhar’s uncle Hari Misra who was 
also his preceptor and the preceptor of Vidyapati was the greatest Nai- 
yayika of the age. Unfortunately his works are not available to us these 
days. It was during the Oinvara period that Sarhkar Miéra, a descendent 
of the renowned grammarian Baruruchi, was born at Sarisaw-Pahitola, a 
village in the Darbhanga district. Mahamahopiadhyaya Bhavanátha Misra, 
father of Sarhkara, never sought favour from anybody in life and so he is 
still being remembered as *Ayáchi Migra’, Amongst the works of Sarhkara 
the Vaisheshika Sütropaskar, the Anumdna Chintámani Mayüshah, the Gauri- 
Digamber Prahasan, the Bhedaratna, the Kantakoddhara, the Rasárpava, 
the Vadi-Vinoda and the Chandoganhnik are masterpieces. It is said 
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"Thelove of Shivasimha for literature has immortalised him in the hearts 
of Maithili speaking people. Even children are heard repeating the saying 
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In the name of Simha Bhüpála he compiled Sangita Ratndkara, the Vyā- 
khya Sangita and the Rasdryava Sudhdva, Raji Harinárayan alias Bhaira- 
vasirnha, one of the successors of Raja Shiva Sirhha invited all the scholars 
of Mithila to some ceremonial function in the Royal household. It is said 
that Naiyayikas assembled on the occasion numbered one thousand.* Sri 
Dattopadhyaya, the author of the ‘Sapta Padárth ka' , flourished in the four- 
teenth century A.D, Vardhamànopádhyàya who installed the image of 
God Shiva at Deokuliadham in Darbhanga district compiled the Smriti 
Paribhasha, the Kiranávali Prakdsha and the Gaya Paddhati. All his works on 
Dharmashastra are of great importance. Mahàmattak (Prime Minister) 
Ganeshvara, a fore-father of Poet Vidyàpati, compiled in the fourteenth 
century A.D. the Dana Ratnakara, the Vivdha Ratnàkar, the Sraddha Ratnákara, 
. ' This grand conference of Naiy&yikas is said to have been held under the 
patronage of Rani Viévisa Devi [Editor 
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the Vyavahara Ratndkara.’ Mahamahopadhyaya Govind Thakura at the 
request of the mother of Mammata Bhatta, the author of: “Kavya Prakasha’ 
wrote his famous commentary ‘Pradipa’ on the book. He hailed from 
lage Bhatsimar in Darbhanga district. Mahamahopadhyaya Kesava Mira - 
who belonged to the Oinvara Royal family by the side of his mother is the. 
author of famous books on Dharmashastra the Dvaita Parishishta, the 
Sarkhya Parimüna and the Tarábhashya. It is he who has decried Vidyà.- 
pati for having begged grant of villages from the ruler.8 Mahamahopadh- 
yaya Kalyanadhara’s ‘Sushlist Parishista’ is a commentary on the ‘Dvaita 
Parishista’. His pupil Murari Miéra II compiled the ‘Subhakarma Nire 
naya’ which is still being held in high esteem. The ‘chara Viveka’, the ‘Pra- y 
Jaschitta Viveka’ and the *Prayaschitta Sulphani* by Sulphani Upadhyaya are 
also of high importance. The ‘Aloka Parishista’ and the *Taltvachintàmani? 
Devanatha Upadhyaya of the same period are by no means of less impor- 
- Mahamahopadhyaya Ruchipati Upadhyaya who flourished during 
the period wrote commentary on the ‘Anargha Raghava’. Mahamaho- 
padhyaya Indramani Thakura, the author of the Miméansa-Rasa-Pallava — 
flourished in the fifteenth century A.D. It was during this period that the 
well-known Jyotishàchàrya Madhusüdana wrote his famous book on as- - 
trology the “Jyotisha Pradipankara'. Madhusüdana Thakura compiled the — 
Kantakoddhàra, the Samaya-Pradipa-Jirnoddhara, the Tattvachinlámapyde 
loka and the Dvaita Nirnaya Jirnoddhara,” T 

Rani Lakhimà, the well-known scholar and for some time the 
ruler of Mithilà is the compiler of the famous books on Nyàya 
Padartha Chandra and the ‘Nydya Chandra’, The author of the book | 
‘Vanibhishana’ on Sanskrit Prosody Mahamahopadhyaya Damodara Miéra _ 
Was a court scholar of Raja Kirti Sirhha and Ratnapani Thakura, the au- E 
thor of the ‘Kavya Darpana, a commentary on the ‘Kavya Prakdsha’ ador- — — 
ned the court of Raja Shivasirhha. His son Ravi Thakura also wrote a — 
commentary on the said book under caption, the ‘Madhumati’. 

The well known poet Gangánanda flourished in the sixteenth century 
A.D. He wrote the Kavya Bhishana, the Kavya Dakini, the Sringara Vana- 
mala and the Bhritga Dita. Keshava Mira II compiled the 4lankara: 
Shekhara, the Alañkāra Sarvasva and the Kavyaratna, All throughout his 
life he enjoyed the patronage of Raja Manirchand of Kangara. Poet 
Bateshwar Jhà wrote commentary on the drama, the ‘Mudra Rakshasa’ 
in the fifteenth century A.D. Bhikshu, the author of the Vivadachandra 
and the Padártha Chandra, Vasudeva Migra, the famous commentator on 
the Nyaya-Samgha Tattva Chintamani? and Ruchidatta, the well known 
commentary writer were his contemporaries. Bhimopadhyaya, who wrote 
commentaries on the Gilé Sankara, the Kritya Darpana and the Kumara 
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Sambhava and Makalopadhyaya, the author of the ‘Satranja Prabandha’ 
and a renowned astrologer also flourished in this century. It was during 
this century that the famous book on astrology called the ‘Wilakanthi’ was 
compiled by Mahamahopadhyaya Nilakantha Jha who was granted the 
Zagir of Parganna Jakhalpur in the district of Darbhanga. 


The Growth of Maithili Literature 


Raja Shivasirhha and Raja Lakshmi Narayana, the two of the Oinvara 
rulers although great scholars of Sanskrit gave due encouragement to the 
growth of the local language, Maithili. Vidyāpati compiled his famous 
work the Kirttilatà and composed his immortal songs. Shivasirhha in names 
of Siraha Bhüpála and Nripa Sirhha composed verses in Maithili also'®. 
Govinda Disa who is considered to be next to Vidyapati adorned the court 
of Lakshmi Narayana alias Ripu Karhsa Náráyana. Like Shivasirhha 
Lakshmi Narayana also composed verses in Maithili", Mahamahopa- 
dhyaya Umápati Upadhyaya who composed the first Maithili drama the 
Parijataharana belonged to village Koilakh in the district of Darbhanga 
and flourished during this period. 


Gonclusion 


Oinvára ruled over Mithila from 1324 A.D, to 1530. During this period 
of two centuries Mithila progressed rapidly in the field of literature both 
classical and vernacular. All the branches of Sanskrit learning attained 
perfection and most of the notable books were compiled during this period. 
Maithili having received state patronage also developed satisfactorily. It is 
for these reasons that this period is described as the golden age in the 
history of Mithila. 
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